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“Catch the Wave”

Continuing Serve to our Veterans

A Community of Volunteers
Serving Veterans, Military,
and their Families
We are the American Legion Auxiliary.
We are called to serve.
We respect our country and the service of those
who defend our freedoms.
We are loyal to our United States Constitution and
to those who protect it.
We are humbled by the courage of our veterans
and their families.
We are alone, yet we stand together.
We are daughters, brothers and sisters, mothers
and fathers. We are family.
We are of every color. We are of every faith.
We are of every age.
We are anyone and everyone.
We are common and extraordinary.
We are citizens.
We live in small towns.
We live in suburbs.
We live in cities.
We work in fields, in factories, warehouses, offices,
at home.
We are a community. We help one another.
We love our flag and all that it stands for.
We are many. We are one.
We are the American Legion Auxiliary. A Community of Volunteers
Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families.

Mission Statement
In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and to honor the
sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at home and abroad. For God
and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote patriotism,
good citizenship, peace and security.
Our Impact
We are one of the nation’s most prominent supporters of veterans, military and their families. We help to advance the mission of
The American Legion. From helping to draft the GI Bill in 1944 to advocating for veterans on Capitol Hill, the nonpartisan American
Legion Family is instrumental in advancing legislation that improves the quality of the life for our nation’s veterans and
Servicemembers.
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Bonnie Christner, Artisan Gallery

Ann Philcox, Soul Surfer

On this Veterans Day, let us remember the
service of our veterans, and let us renew
our national promise to fulfill our sacred
obligations to our veterans and their families who have sacrificed so much so that
we can live free.

In the October bulletin from our Department Chairman Tammy Duron, she
spoke a lot about the Child Welfare
Foundation. Did you know the Child
Welfare Foundation has been around
since 1953? In 1955 three grants were given to three
organizations, totaling $22.000. But, to date the CWF
has provided more than 18 million dollars to assist our
nation’s children. How awesome is that! And, in 2021
grants totaling $766,761 were given to 24 nonprofits,
including the National American Legion Auxiliary who
received $75,000 to support The ALA Girls Nation program, the Children of Warriors National President’s
Scholarship, the Spirit of Youth Scholarship, the Honorary National Junior Division Vice President Scholarship
and the Junior Member Loyalty Scholarship.

.AMERICANISM

Laura Kellgreen, Kite/Flag Shop

Dept. Chair Maureen O’Brien-Sacco and
I would like to remind you about the Flying Flags For Heroes project. Pick any
day to put flags on Veterans’ graves. Our
goal is 1 million flags to honor the service
of our veterans.

So, you can see how important the Child Welfare Foundation really is. You can raise money for this program,
just like some of our other programs like AEF. Have a
fundraiser to raise money for this very worthwhile program and send it in to the department office. You could
be considered for an award if you donate at least one
dollar per member during the CWF award year. Check it
out on the department website. It’s in October’s bulletin.

Any member of the Dept. of CA that logs into the website
registering their participation- (http://
flyingflagsforheroes.com/) will receive a free entry for a
patriotic wreath. One wreath will be presented at DEC in
January, and a second at Department Convention in June.
We hope to help place the million flags on our Veterans
gravesite before next National Convention.
.

Another Quote from our Dept. C&Y Chairman: “The
greatest gift you can give your children are the roots of
responsibility and the wings of independence.” ~ Denis
Waitley

AUXILIARY EMERGENCY FUND
Linda Hayes, Donut Hut

From our Family to Yours—Happy Thanksgiving

The AEF is a national grant assistance program that provides temporary emergency financial
help to eligible ALA members. This assistance is meant to be a helping hand
until financial stability is re-established.
Eligible members must apply and be
selected for a grant..

Yours in Service.

Applicants for this temporary assistance are considered
when:
• Members are left without shelter or food following a
natural disaster or weather emergency;
• Members are dealing with a financial crisis that leaves
them without resources for shelter, food, or utilities –
and no other source of aid is readily available; and
• In extreme circumstances, when members lack necessary skills for employment and need educational training.
• AEF funds cannot be used to pay debts (such as
credit card debts) or medical expenses.
YOUR “DONUT” CAN BE USED AS A LIFE SAVER.
AEF is Members Helping Members

Below is a link to acquire your digital vaccine
record for your phone:
Digital COVID-19 Vaccine Record (ca.gov)
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Community Service

Education

Mahala Beery, Sand Castle Builder

Liz Tungate, Wind Surfer

.This is from the Department of California website Community Service
Program (a condensed version):

November is Education month. Have
you started working your Education
program yet? If not, this is a good
time to get started.

“Every Auxiliary Unit is expected to
carry out or cooperate in at least one
project for community betterment each year.

Students have been returning to their
classrooms after a very strenuous year and a half. Let’s
get the following scholarship information to the schools.
The information on the Department Scholarships are as
follows:

Each unit should have a Community Service Chairman in
charge of Community Service projects. It is the duty of this
chairman to study community needs, recommend projects
to the Unit, then lead in the accomplishment of projects
adopted, and report the work to the Department Community Service Committee. Support of Community Service projects of The American Legion Post is, of course, a first responsibility of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit. Go easy
at first.

Educational Assistance General Scholarship (form E21)





One (1) $2,000 scholarship payable at $1,000 per
year.
Four (4) $1,000 scholarships payable at $1,000 each.
Three (3) $500 scholarships payable at $500 each.

Continuing/Re-entry Students or students pursuing a higher degree Scholarship (form E21C)

Try small projects, carrying them to completion. Experience will teach the Unit the type of projects which the community will support, and which are within the ability of the
Unit to accomplish. Plan your projects – work your plan –
publicize your results.”





One (1) $1,000 Mel Foronda Memorial Scholarship
Two (2) $1,000 scholarships payable at $1,000 each
Two (2) $500 scholarships payable at $500 each.

Not every Unit has Chairmen to work programs, but the
Girls State
Unit does Community Service in numerous ways. Has anNancy Heinisch, Beach Vollyball
ybody in the Unit donated Blood, helped with a food bank,
volunteered in schools, helped with cancer programs, volNovember Calendar for
unteered with the Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts, helped the
Girls State
Legion organize community events? All that counts for
community service hours! Be sure to get members to track
● Gather documents for candidate
their hours and expenditures to report on the Mid-Year
interviews.
forms. Remember Mid-Year form due December 1, 2021,
● Introduce Unit and ALA CA Girls
email it to: mahala.beery@gmail.com or mail them to 6516
State Program to candidates.
Valmont Street, Tujunga, CA 91042
● Establish point/tally system for interview committee.
● Communicate with school(s) and request that staff (those
involved with students in ASB, service organizations, debate, U.S. government teachers) begin identifying potential
Constitution and Bylaws Chairman
Liz Tungate, Lifeguard
interview candidates.
● Consider using an online application process
From the November issue of the
● Read GS bulletin calegionauxiliary.com/resources/
American Legion Auxiliary Magazine: bulletins.
Read your unit/department constitution, bylaws, and standing rules. The
Historian
members of your executive committee
Michelle Pounds, Beachcomber
or board — typically your officers, but check your bylaws —
We’re about halfway through the fiscal
have legal responsibilities: the duty of care, duty of obediyear, so if anyone has pictures worth
ence, and duty of loyalty. You now must transition from
going into the scrapbook, please send
thinking “This is how I feel I should act” about a situation to
them to me. You can even give me
“What action is legally expected from my position?” Wellprints. Anything Auxiliary related going
written governing documents should provide leadership
on, take pictures. Also, I turned off post approval on our
with the guidance they need. So, the very first thing you
Facebook page, so you guys should be able to post and
should do is find and read your unit or department constitushare on the page. If you’re still having trouble, let me or
tion, bylaws, and standing rules. Bring a copy with you
to every board meeting. Yes, every board meeting. That
Linda know.
document should be dog eared and coffee stained by the
end of the year!
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Junior Activities

Legislative (continued)

Hila Estrada, Ice Cream Cones

We’ve seen successful stories arise out of buddy
checks,
before and during the pandemic. Thanks to these
The month of November is upon us and our
efforts,
older
veterans have received assistance in getting
Juniors with many great opportunities for them
food and medicine, as well as having a comforting voice to
to get involved.
talk with even for a few minutes.
Just think if that goodwill could receive the support of
Some ideas for Nov. 11, Veterans Day ideas
Congress
and VA. The help veterans receive from buddy
are:
checks would skyrocket. You can help make this a reality
 To show off their baking talents .baking cookies, cakes
by contacting your House representative to tell them to
and other goodies to help them with their programs.
pass S. 544 today. It takes just a few moments by visiting
 To visit nursing homes, Veterans hospitals.
this link.
 To adopt a military family.
The American Legion proudly supports this legislation,
and asks that you call on your Representative to pass
Please be aware that mid-year reports are December 1,
S.544 today!”
share your accomplishments.
I’m wishing everyone a Happy Veterans Day and a Happy
Thanksgiving to all.
Leadership

Membership

Nancy Heinisch, Beachball

Surfing Competition Committee
Numbers are as of October 27, 2021

The Indeed Career Guide focuses on 11 effective principles of leadership, including leading by
example, understanding the value of
listening, and working together to
achieve more. Visit their website at
indeed.com for these and more ideas.

0176 San Fernando
0311 Antelope Valley
0348 Palmdale
0377 Sunland-Tujunga
0507 Newhall-Saugus
0520 Sun Valley
0817 Panorama City
TOTAL

.
Legislative Report

36
60
26
22
18
13
37
403

59.02%
57.69%
59.09%
62.86%
27.27%
25.49%
88.10%
52.61%

Kathy Faulconer, Muscle Beach/Body Builder

The following is from an email sent by John Kamin of
the American Legion which needs action now: “The American Legion's "Buddy Check" program has been a great
tool for our membership, and we were
proud to draft legislation that expands
this program to VA. The Senate has
approved legislation that would make
this a national program. Now, let’s
make sure the House follows suit. If our
Representatives don’t act before Congress recesses next
month, it could be at least three months before they consider this legislation again. Or it could be dropped altogether.

Membership Important Dates

• 100% Unit Award Deadline November 11, 2021
• 75% Department Award Deadline December 7, 2021
• 95% Department Award Deadline May 27, 2022
• The American Legion Family Award Deadline June 1,
2022
• 10 New in 2022 Member Recruitment Award Deadline
June 3, 2022
• 100% Department Award Deadline July 30, 2022

Join Our Action Campaign: Write Your
Representative Now.
S. 544 would direct VA to establish a "Buddy Check
Week," provide educational opportunities, materials, and
references for veterans to learn how to conduct personal
wellness checks, as well as require increased resources for
the Veterans Crisis Line to handle any potential increased
usage during the designated week. The bill is modeled
after the American Legion’s “Buddy Check National
Week of Calling” to connect veterans to better ensure that
they receive the care they need.
The American Legion launched "Buddy Check
Week" in 2019. It has since been expanded and encourages Legionnaires to conduct veteran outreach as part of
their daily routine. The idea is to reconnect with veterans
who may need assistance but don't know where to go or
who to ask.

Department of California - 2022 Membership Report
Unit # Unit Name

Total Goal %

Unit Standing

176 San Fernando

0

36

61

59.02%

4

311 Antelope Valley

0

60

104

57.69%

5

348 Palmdale

1

26

44

59.09%

3

377 Sunland-Tujunga

0

22

35

62.86%

2

507 Newhall-Saugus

0

18

66

27.27%

6

520 Sun Valley

3

13

51

25.49%
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817 Panorama City

6

37

42

88.10%

1

212

403

Total
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New

10/27/2021

10

52.61%

Music

Mahala Beery, Transistor Sister

•

Song contest.
Write your own lyrics to any surf themed
song!
Email or send them to Department Music
Chairman Donna L. Smith by 01/01/2022 or
you can video it. DonnaLSmith1919@gmail.com
Awards for first, second and third place Unit and District
Songs.

Parliamentarian (continued)

Call for the orders of the day. A demand that the
group return to the agenda. Can be taken when another
person is speaking, no second required, not debatable,
and no vote required.
Source: Quick Overview of Parliamentary Procedures,
mrsc.org
Past President’s Parley

Hila Estrada, Betty (mature female surfer)

I’m sorry, there is nothing to share with
you this month.

Happy Composing!!!!
National Security

Ann Philcox, Shore Patrol

Poppies

The ALA supports the American Legion
in the National Security Program

Carol Harsville, Poppy Bouquet

1. The American Legion believes na-

tional security must be maintained to fulfill the mandate for
a strong national defense. As stated in the Preamble,
“FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United
States of America... To safeguard and transmit to posterity
the principles of justice, freedom and democracy.”

2. The Legion is an organization of veterans who fought

for freedoms, which they are dedicated to keeping and
preserving. As one of the Four Pillars it was founded on,
the Legion believes national security is upheld by keeping
a well-funded Department of Defense, a good quality of
life for troops and a sensible transition between service
and separation.Plan now and be informed.
Parliamentarian

Nancy Heinisch, Smoothie Shop

Questions of Privilege

The Department Poppy Chairman is
asking for poppy makers from units/
districts. There is only one Poppy Production Manager and site to make poppies this year to provide poppies for the
all units in the Department of California. Supplies will be
provided by Department and will not be an expense out
of District and Unit funds. If you can help, contact the
Department Chairman ASAP.
Poppy Funds can also be used to help the Junior. Enlisted Service Members with their food insecurities. Each
month our Junior Enlisted Service Member's families do
not have enough money to feed their families. They
must go to Food Banks for assistance with food every
month. Every military base has an Armed Services
YMCA that helps service members and their families.
Our units are strongly encouraged to send poppy money
to the following California military installations:

Ms. Samantha Holt, Executive Director
Armed Services YMCA
Box 555028
Camp Pendleton, CA 92055
Earmarked for the Jr. enlisted service member food
pantry.

There are a few questions of privilege
that are in order at any time and must be
disposed of prior to resuming discussion
on the matter at hand:

•

Fix the time for next meeting. This is in order at any
time, including when a motion to adjourn is pending. Second required, not debatable, and is amendable.
• Adjourn. To bring the meeting to a halt. Second required, not debatable, and not amendable. Alternatively,
instead of a motion, the chair can ask if there is any further
business. If there is no response, the chair can say, "Since
there is no further business, the meeting is adjourned."
• Recess. A temporary break in the meeting; should
state a time at which the meeting will resume. Second required, not debatable, and not amendable.
• Point of privilege. A matter that concerns the welfare
of the group. Can be raised even when another person is
speaking. No second, not debatable, and no vote required.
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Ms. Sara Beams, Executive Director
Armed Services YMCA
PO Box 6002
Twentynine Palms, CA 92278
Earmarked for the Pelican Shop Food Pantry

The Mid-Year report is due to on December 1st.

Public Relations

Linda Hayes, Sound Wave

It’s Mid-Year Report time. These
reports show your progress for the
first half of ALA year. It’s important to
read about members investing in our mission of helping
Veterans, Military and their families. As we prepare for Mid
‐Year reports, let’s begin to take into account what Public
Relations processes you have done.
 · Are you aware that wearing your ALA pins, apparel
or emblem is Auxiliary Branding.
 · Have you submitted articles, patriotic flyers or Auxiliary events to newspapers.
 · Have you promoted Legion Family events on Social
Media.
 · Have you shared Unit events on either Social Media
or printed material.
 · Have you submitted articles or photos of your Unit to
the Hub.
 · Have you created a media list.
 · Has your Unit given an Auxiliary magazine gift subscription.
· Have you started a Press Book

Nation. Please attend your Local Veteran's service on
From the President (continued)
Thursday November 11. It is a good time to pass out our
left over poppies and let others know what we do for out
Veterans. If your Post is having a dinner or potluck invite
some to enjoy the fellowship of our Post and Unit members.
I am still missing some audit reports. I have reports from
Units 176, 311, 348, 377, & 817. I still need from Unit 507
and Unit 520. Please get them to me ASAP. I was supposed to turn them into Department by Oct. 30th.
Remember the Department President 's visit to our District
on December 8th at 6 P.M. at Antelope Valley Post 311 in
Lancaster. The cost of dinner is $10.00 and Bonnie Christner is taking reservation for the dinner, and yes you can
pay at the door.
I wish everyone a safe and Happy Thanksgiving with
your family and loved ones along with friends at this time
of the year.

November Dates to Remember
Monthly Program Focus: Education
Recognition Month: Military Family Month
November 11: Veterans Day

VA & R
Bonnie Christner, Surf Shop/Surfboards

10
11

Marine Corps Birthday
Veterans Day the Anniversary of the signing of
the armistice which ended World War I; the day
that is set aside to thank military veterans for
their service.
13
Navy Birthday
25
Thanksgiving Day

To all of you who have donated to the
Pete Knight Christmas party, we thank
you. These parties wouldn’t be possible without everyone donating and
helping and I know that the veterans
really appreciate it. And a big shout
out to our Representative Linda Hayes for always doing
such an awesome job on the party.
I hope everyone has a good Veterans Day and are looking
forward to Thanksgiving. This is one of those times of year
when we are working especially hard to help our veterans
and their families. Please remember if you are doing
something for the veterans or your communities for
Thanksgiving to keep track of your hours and monies
spent on these projects, because once again this year we
have to send in a Mid-Year report. So, please keep track
of everything you do so it will be easier to report on it later.
From my family to yours, Happy Thanksgiving.

Palmdale Unit 348
November 3 – City of Palmdale Council Meeting proclaims November “Veterans and Military Family Month”
November 11 – Veterans Day Ceremony at Pontcilan
Square.
November 20 – Take donated turkeys and hams to Lancaster’s Pete Knight Veterans Home
Panorama City Unit 817

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Burgers & Beer Sundays all Sundays I n November &
December - Noon - 3pm $5
Taco Tuesdays on Tuesdays in November & December
- 4pm - 7pm $2 each or $5/plate
November 11 - Crockpot gathering for Veteran's Day
3pm-6pm
November 21- Auxiliary Breakfast 8:30am - 10:30am
$10

Jackie Landan, CA State Beach

I hope this article find you all healthy
and looking forward to the Thanksgiving Holiday. Our work is not done yet
so keep working your programs and
getting your membership running toward your Unit goal. Remember our
Midyear reports are due to the District
by Dec.1st and to the Dept by Dec. 15th.
Remember our Veterans and their sacrifice to our great
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On Oct. 25, 1971, the first Veterans Day under this
new bill was held. We’re not sure why it took three
years to implement, but not surprisingly, there was a
lot of confusion about the change, and many states
were unhappy, choosing to continue to recognize the
day as they previously had — in November.

From the Editor’s
Corner
The 11th hour...of the 11th day...of the 11th month...
The following is from a collection of historical facts from the Department of Defense. It was written November 15, 2018 by Katie Lange
and titled “5 Facts to Know About Veterans Day”.

A lot of people think it’s “Veteran’s Day” or “Veterans’ Day,” but
they’re wrong. The holiday is not a day that “belongs” to one
veteran or multiple veterans, which is what an apostrophe implies. It’s a day for honoring all veterans — so no apostrophe
needed

Within a few years, it became pretty apparent that
most U.S. citizens wanted to celebrate Veterans Day
on Nov. 11, since it was a matter of historic and patriotic significance. So on Sept. 20, 1975, President Gerald Ford signed another law (Public Law 94-97), which
returned the annual observance to its original date
starting in 1978.

Veterans Day is NOT the Same as Memorial Day.
A lot of Americans get this confused, and we’ll be honest — it
can be a little annoying to all of the living veterans out there.
Memorial Day is a time to remember those who gave their lives
for our country, particularly in battle or from wounds they suffered in battle. Veterans Day honors all of those who have
served the country in war or peace — dead or alive — although
it’s largely intended to thank living veterans for their sacrifices.
It was originally called Armistice Day, commemorating the
end of World War I.
World War I officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was
signed on June 28, 1919. However, the fighting ended about
seven months before that when the Allies and Germany put
into effect an armistice on the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day of the eleventh month.
For that reason, Nov. 11, 1918, was largely considered the end
of “the war to end all wars” and dubbed Armistice Day. In 1926,
Congress officially recognized it as the end of the war, and in
1938, it became an official holiday, primarily a day set aside to
honor veterans of World War I.
But then World War II and the Korean War happened, so on
June 1, 1954, at the urging of veterans service organizations,
Congress amended the commemoration yet again by changing
the word “armistice” to “veterans” so the day would honor
American veterans of all wars.
For a while, Veterans Day’s date was changed, too, and it confused everybody.

Congress signed the Uniform Holiday Bill in 1968 to ensure
that a few federal holidays — Veterans Day included — would
be celebrated on a Monday. Officials hoped it would spur travel
and other family activities over a long weekend, which would
stimulate the economy.
For some inexplicable reason, the bill set Veterans Day
commemorations for the fourth Monday of every October.
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November Birthdays
Nobody has a birthday in November?
Were you left out?
Note: If your birthday was left out, let the Editor know.
LJeffery@aol.com or 661-209-4365

